Mathematics Department News

Intermediate Maths Challenge

As mentioned in the last newsletter some of our Year 10 and 11 students

A undertook the UKMT Intermediate Challenge in early February. The

\UKMT/  outcomes of this event have now been received and a large number of our
students have achieved recognition for their talents. 21 students gained a
certificate, 19 and 12 Special mention should be made of Jadurshan
Puhalendran who achieved gold and was the highest ranked student in Year 10 and to
Vartan Shadarevian, Bashar Dahdah, Edward Tasker, Amro Sehly and Nichola Young
who have been invited to take part in the next round, the Pink Kangaroo, which will be
held in April. Happy problem solving!

Year 7 and 8 will get their opportunity at the beginning of April in the Junior Challenge.

World Maths Day

Many of our students took part in the run up to this event answering large
numbers of questions, they were given the titles of ‘Mathletes’, competing
‘live on line’ with people from all around the world. Unfortunately, on the
day itself the site crashed. Students from 164 countries took part and despite
the crash 182 455 169 correct answers were submitted on the day, including
17 942 from Doha College. Adrina Gnanachandran answered an amazing 6015 questions
and special congratulations to David Marshall and Salwa Jaffar as ‘Best Improvers’

This Months’ Puzzle

All 24 students in form 8A give each other a chocolate egg for Easter.
As they exchange their gifts they hug. How many Easter eggs are there
altogether and how many hugs?

Get your answers to Maths 5 as soon as possible.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/43/Easter-Eggs.jpg
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) and U Netball competition

Hosted by Doha College

Doha College hosted the annual U12 and U13 QUESS Netball competition on the 5" of February. The
Doha College Teams competed with some outstanding performances from our students once again,
Well done to all who took part and many thanks to the parents and teachers who supported this event,

U12 competition
1* Doha College
2" Park House
3" Doha College

Above U12 Doha College Netball team were undefeated in the QUESS Netball Competition. Hollie Jenkins, Josie Shaw,
Grace Vertigans, Victoria Tucker, Sarah Murase, Rhiannon Philips, Olivia Vaughan, Sarah Moabi, Alicia Beard, Sune Van De
Bergh and Lucy Fathers. The team will be traveling to Dubai to compete against other schools from across the UAE.

Above U12 Doha College Netball team who finished 3™ in the QUESS Netball Competition. Roda Al Thani, Karen
Youssef, Candida Al-Hayalee, Rachelle Diab, Uche Igenabor, Magd Elzahed, Ameera Al- Saddy, Tanya Fernando,
Salwa Jaffer.

U13 Competition
1* Doha College

2™ Al Khor I nternational
School

Above U13 Doha College Netball team who were undefeated in the QUESS Netball Competition. Vanessa Ade-
koya, Lorena Hydeman, Neyha Ahmed, Sana Tariq, Karolina Csillay Marya Aman, Kayla Crous, Adrina Gin-
nachandran, Courtney Coleman and Stephanie Hutton.



The English Department

»
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¢ by Barbara Pain

The Verse Speaking Competition, 2008

took place on 28™ February and, this year, was held in the
E\\3 Main Hall, with an audience of 50 Year 9 students and a
panel of trained judges: Post 16 students: - Ayyaz and Charlotte, and
staff members - Mr. Kerrins, Ms. Taig, Ms. Woulfe and Mr. Croker,
[whom I thought knew nothing about poetry!] Apparently, Mr. Croker
will be appearing in public early next term...in a poetic way...but I
can’t reveal details; you’ll have to wait, with anticipation [or possibly,
with trepidation — it depends how you look at it!].

Here is a photograph of the entrants [there were 30 in all] who per-
formed superbly and provided the audience and judges with a most en-
tertaining morning. It was difficult to make the final selections and
there was considerable deliberation [although, thankfully, no fights
broke out amongst the judges!!!]

The final decisions were as follows:

Year 7: Grace Vertigans
Year 8 Jamie Bagwhat-Brown and Akshay Garigiparthy
Year 9: Nadine Sarwat

Well done to all who reached the finals, thank you for enter-
ing and congratulations to the winners.



Year F Sclence Trip to Doha Zoo

Year F students have been studying how plants
and antmals ave adopted to Live tn thelr natural
habitats. To try and work out these special

features we went to Doha Zoo to see the animals
there and to decloe how they ave adapted.

The students worlked hard, and £t was a bit hot but
they ewjogeo{ thelr trip, especially the ice creams to
cool themt doww.

Having eaten brealfast the Bmu's were
very curlous about thelr visitors. These
birds featured in the Doha Zoo Animal

After all the havd work and Lunch the Doha
Zoo Animal Hunt was next, with questions to
sendl the students rushing around the zoo
checking for the answers. Many students
rushed off only to have to run back to find out
which country Miss MeCosker was from so

they coulol find a bivd from the same country.

Questions , such as which animal cawjump
2m in the alr, and how long does it take for a
Cheetah to reach 106 kmph kept them busg.

The viewing platforms ave great for a birds
eye view. This was a fantastic spot to see a
new born Arabian Oryx which was just min-
utes old.

A great trip during which the students
learnt a Llot. Thawnks to all the students and
Staff who took part, espec’mLLg Miss
MceCosker who devised the Zoo Hunt.

Helewm Braben

Subject Leader for Blology A welcome break half way avound the zoo.




Doha College Crowned Qatar National

Doha College students have participated in and won the first ever schools debating competition which was run by Qatar
Foundation as part of the prestigious Doha Debates.

2 teams from Doha College took part in the competition with 16 other teams from all other Qatar and Doha Colleges. The A
team—made up of Year 12s Jack Stanley, Ayesha Batley and Deepti Chadalavada managed to beat the French School in a
hotly contested final to win the prize.

Doha College B team victorious from their

Doha College in action in the final
second debate

Doha College B team of Tina Niaki, Vartan Shadarevian and Jeron Chen also did extremely well. They came third in the
competition as a whole and were only knocked out because they were paired against the other Doha College team in the
semi —finals.

Three of the students who competed for the college—Tina, Vartan and Ayesha were invited back to Education city to com-
pete with 15 other gifted student debaters for the right to represent Qatar in the World Debating Competition that takes place
this September in Washington DC. More on this next newsletter.

All of the students had a great time at the competition and were great ambassadors to the school. None of them had debated
before the start of this year. If you would like to do something similar and get involved in debating, remember the debate
society meets every Tuesday after school. The Qatar Debate League is up and running, friendly debates are being arranged
with other schools all the time and the national competition and others like it will come around again next year. We need to
be ready—so please come and join the fun

Mr. Henley

Doha College crowned 2008 Qatar National Debate Champions




Ceramics at Doha College

‘Ceramic art defies categorisation, It steps over the boundaries between Fine
Art, Industry, design and craft... ....... and for that reason it seems to elude un-
derstanding’

The Design Council 2002

We now have a new kiln at Doha College, and ceramics - more often referred to as pottery - is back on the
Art education agenda. This is great news for students, particularly those following examination courses in
Art & Design. Clay is an extremely versatile medium and it is used in everything from mundane but practi-
cal domestic crockery to high tech heat shields on the hull of the shuttle space craft. Its indestructibility, or
rather the fact that it doesn’t corrode or decay easily, has provided invaluable insights into prehistory and
the living conditions of our early ancestors. Today, ceramics as a vehicle for fine art statements and ex-
pression is enjoying something of a renaissance in the art world. In 2006 Grayson Perry won the prestig-
ious Turner Prize in the UK for his elaborate vase like sculptures which included richly carved motifs de-
picting scenes from contemporary culture.

Clay is a very malleable material and it can be manipulated to take on complex shapes and structures. Our
students will be exploring the potential of clay as a creative medium for modelling figures, objects, relief
designs and abstract sculptures. They will learn a range of joining and building methods and use these
methods for their own creative ideas. By exploiting the natural ability of clay to retain a seemingly endless
variety of imprints and impressions from manmade objects and organic forms, they will create new combi-
nations of textures and surfaces. They will be experimenting with oxides and glazes to enhance the colour
of the clay and learn about kilns and firing processes. The experience of working with a 3 dimensional
modelling material is something that all students respond to with enthusiasm. Many discover a skill and a
facility that they never knew they had. Whilst much of our visual information today is confined to the 2
dimensional arrays of television screens, computer monitors and magazine images, working with the tactile
and physical qualities of clay begins to redress that loss of balance.

Photographs:
Relief textural pieces based on observational drawings of by year 7 students.

Year 13 abstract sculpture based on natural forms

Mr Corr—Subject Leader Art




Whole School Poetry Evening

“Poetry is the record of the best and happiest moments of the happiest
and best minds” Percy Bysshe Shelley 1792 - 1822

The main hall at Doha College was almost unrecognisable on the evening of Wednesday 16™ April. It was trans-
formed into an elegant literary salon with clusters of candlelit tables, which created a decidedly sophisticated ambi-
ence. The first DC poetry evening had begun with a rousing performance of ‘Feet Poems’ by Year Two and a Scot-
tish poem, ably read in authentic brogue by Mrs. Pilkington.

The evening was a splendid success; many children read their own compositions including Jamie Baghwat-Brown’s
haunting war poem ‘The road to peace’ (8U), Jassim Al-Thani’s ‘Winter’ (7S), Jac Stanley’s (yr 12) and Mildred
Michael (10P) who recited her very clever paean to Science. There was a real mix of genre from classical to Rap.
Mo Saleem (yr. 11) gave a moving rendition of ‘In the depths of solitude’ by Tupac Shakur and Mrs Reid’s class
read self-composed sonnets.

Teachers were also involved, having been press-ganged, err invited to take part, by the formidable duo of Miss Cor-
tazzi and Mr Stacey. Who can forget Mr. Henley’s rousing delivery of Kipling’s ‘Road to Mandalay’ (in five differ-
ent accents)? Or the thoughtful contemplation of Mr. Croker’s ‘If” recital? Mr Downey was, in his own words, pac-
ing like a caged lion before his performance; he need not have feared, his performance of Shakespeare’s ‘Sonnet 18’
was flawless.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening, and a real pleasure to see staff and students of all ages throughout the whole
school join together in this wonderful celebration of poetry. Many thanks to the English Department, especially Mr
Stacey for organising the event, and Mrs Pain for her highly amusing commentary. I’'m looking forward to next

year! Now, where did I put my quill...?
Miss Snape . ’

P.S. KS3 Poetry Competition Winners!!

Year 7 Alex Pirinoli ~ ‘The Sea’
Year 8 Adam Bilbey  ‘Storm’
Year 9 Alex Vidler ‘Football, 1914’

Congratulations and well done!



KS4 Trip to Paris March 2008

On Friday 29" February 2008, 19 French GCSE students set off from Doha Airport along with Mrs Stokes
and Mr Monaghan for an unforgettable trip to the City of Lights - PARIS!

Our first day was spent at the beautiful Musee D’Orsay, strolling up the Champs Elysees and climbing up
the 287 steps of the Arc de Triomphe!

On Sunday, we took a bateau-mouche up the Seine, had our photo taken outside the Moulin Rouge,
watched the artists in Montmartre and listened to the nuns singing vespers in the Sacre Coeur Basilica.
The evening was spent in the Quartier Latin, soaking up the atmosphere of the student quarter.

Monday saw us at the Conciergerie, the Louvre and Place Vendome before taking a metro trip to see
the sparkling Tour Eiffel by night. Wow!

Our “day off” was Tuesday when we went to Disneyland Paris. It was a relaxing break for all (especially
the teachers!).

Our last day was spent at the Chateau de Versailles on the outskirts of Paris. We took in the famous Hall
of Mirrors as well as seeing the King and Queen’s bedrooms. We had a picnic lunch in the sun before
taking a bicycle ride to the Petit Hameau, Queen Marie-Antoinette’s purpose built peasant village. On
our last night, the teachers took us to a French restaurant called Chez Clement in the Quartier Latin for
a slap-up 3 course meal!

We were all a little bit sad to come back to Doha but we will all always remember Paris.

Mrs. Stokes




Dates for your diary
e  May 14th and 15th—QUESS swimming at Al Jazeera

e  May l1th—External examinations begin
. May 25th—27th—HALF TERM
o June 4th and 5th QUESS badminton at Dukhan English School

Behaviour — Rewards and Sanctions

Doha College are currently updating our Behaviour — Rewards and Sanctions Policy. Let me start by say-
ing that the behaviour of our students is as good as I have seen in any of the schools and colleges I have
worked in. At Doha College we would like to identify, celebrate and reward good behaviour wherever it
exists. When there are incidents of misbehaviour we would like to ensure that they are dealt with appropri-
ately and consistently. To this end a number of our students, staff and parents have been completing ques-

tionnaires and voicing their opinions on improving the College’s response to good and poor behavi

If you have any views on this area of development please feel free to e-mail your thoughts to me —
mhunter@dohacollege.com. By the end of term we would like to publish our updated Behaviour — Re-
wards and Sanctions Policy on the College website.

FRIENDS OF DOHA COLLEGE—NEWS

The Triends of' Deoka (Coffe’je ( ?Zﬁt) are

organizing a school ball to welcome new and existing frz’encﬁs

into the schoel communi?y.

cﬁate: JZZJ 15T, 2008

y;'me.' T30 pm

eﬁre&s Gode: Rmaf-—-ogfac/{ Jie

Annual Ball

FDE for organizing their firs¢ May Ball, Look out for
Pphotographs of the event in the next newsletter.
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